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THE MINISTRY OF CORRECTIONAL 
SERVICES 


The Ministry of Correctional Services has 
jurisdiction over offenders age 18 and over 
sentenced to prison terms of less than two 
years, or probation terms of up to three years. 
Prison sentences of two years or more are 
administered by Correctional Service of 
Canada. 


Under the Young Offenders Act, Canada, 
the ministry also holds responsibility for 16- 
and 17-yearold offenders, up totheir eighteenth 
birthday. For more information about institu- 
tional programs for young offenders, contact 
the office noted on the last page of this 
publication. 


The role of the ministry is twofold: 


1. to provide opportunities for offenders to 
adjust their behavior in keeping with 
society's expectations; 


2. to provide society with protection from 
unlawful behavior. 


CORRECTIONAL PROGRAMMING 


Correctional theory and practice are 
constantly influenced by society’s changing 
values, needs and expectations. 


Today, “doing time’ can mean positive 
opportunities for personal development and 
social adjustment. 


Ontario provides a wide spectrum of 
institutional programs drawing on expert 
resources from the fields of law enforcement, 
medicine, psychology, education, social work 
and many other professional disciplines. 


AVAILABILITY 


rograms are offered in each institution 
according to the needs of its inmate 
population. Populations vary according to the 
type of institution. 


Jails and Detention Centres 


Adult offenders enter the correctional 
system through one of the province’s 36 jails or 
detention centres. Detention centres are large 
regional centres ranging in capacity from 92 to 
504 inmates. Jails are small local facilities rang- 
ing in capacity from 20 to 124, the Toronto Jail 
being the only exception with a capacity of 528. 


Both types of institutions provide 
medium and maximum security settings for of- 
fenders on remand awaiting trial or serving 
short sentences. Because of restrictive security 
and the short stay of the inmate population, 
program opportunities are limited. 


Persons sentenced to terms of 
incarceration exceeding 124 days are generally 
transferred to a correctional centre, and those 
sentenced to two years or more are transferred 
to a federal penitentiary. 


Correctional Centres 


Ontario’s nine correctional centres are 
long-stay institutions for offenders serving 
sentences of less than two years. Correctional 
centres range in capacity from 95 to 568 in- 
mates. Secure accommodation ranging from 
open settings to medium security are provided. 
One maximum security institution, at Millbrook, 
Ontario, houses inmates who present behavior 
problems or a security risk. 


A full range of correctional programs is 
offered at most correctional centres. Emphasis 
is placed on industrial and trades training and 
work experience. 


Treatment Facilities 


The Ontario Correctional Institute is a 
central treatment facility providing clinical 
services including general medicine, psycho- 
therapy, group counselling, dentistry, self- 
awareness training and other therapeutic 
programs. 


Specialized services available at the 
Ontario Correctional Institute are augmented 
by psychiatric assessment and treatment 
services available at the Guelph Assessment 
and Treatment Unit. 


Both facilities accept inmates on a referral 
basis from other correctional institutions. 


A network of regional treatment centres 
is also being planned for locations across 
Ontario. 


Young Offender Facilities 


While most young offenders receive terms 
of probation from the courts, those found guil- 
ty of serious offences or judged to be a 
danger to society may receive a custody 
disposition. 


In the case of a custody disposition the 
courts have the option to order either “open” 
or “secure” custody. “Open” custody refers 
to facilities such as group homes. ‘‘Secure’”’ 
custody generally means an_ institutional 
setting. 


Young offender custody services must 
be separate and apart from adult services. 


Community Resource Centres 


The ministry makes use of residential 
satellite facilities in the community as an 
alternative to institutional care for low risk 
inmates. These centres are operated on a 
contract basis by private groups or 
individuals, with funds provided by the 
ministry. Inmates at community resource 
centres normally work or attend school. 


DETERMINING INMATE NEEDS 


All offenders sentenced to terms of 124 
days or more are subject to an_ initial 
classification process. An assessment of the 
inmate’s present behavior, criminal history, 
educational and employment background, and 
the nature of the inmate’s offence, all help 
determine the type of correctional programs to 
be provided. Location of the offender's home is 
also taken into consideration when assigning 
inmates to institutions. 


On completion of classification, inmates 
are transported via secure bailiff buses to the 
selected institutions. 


TYPES OF INSTITUTIONAL 
PROGRAMS 


The focus of the ministry’s rehabilitative 
efforts is on the provision of opportunities for 
development. Programs address many facets 
of personal adjustment, growth and 
behavioral responsibility. 


Academic Development 


Academic programs range from basic 
literacy to college and university level 
courses. While some academic programs are 
offered through instruction inside 
institutions, selected inmates may attend 
courses in the community on “temporary 
absence” from the correctional institution. 


Library services are available to inmates 
in all institutions. 


Vocational Development 


Technical and trades training provide 
valuable skills that can prepare inmates for 
productive, satisfying jobs upon their release 
from correctional institutions. Woodworking, 
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electronics, welding, tailoring, mechanics, 
graphic arts and personal care are some ofthe 
vocational programs available. On-the-job 
training settings enable inmates to do 
valuable work as they learn. 


Industrial Development 


Inmates’ needs for work experience and 
work habits development are satisfied by 
industrial development opportunities both 
inside and outside the institutional setting. 


The manufacture of institutional security 
hardware flame retardant mattresses and 
pillows, motor vehicle licence plates, park picnic 
tables and barbeques, and institutional clothing 
are examples of industrial programs which 
contribute to the self-sufficiency of correctional 
institutions and provide inmates with work 
opportunities. Inmates are also responsible for 
farming and food processing at several 
correctional facilities throughout Ontario. 


Other work experience opportunities are 
provided in co-operation with private 
industries which sub-contract work to 
institutional workshops or offer employment 
in the community to inmates eligible for 
temporary absence. 


Occupational Development 


There are many opportunities for inmates 
to perform work in support of the institution’s 
operations. Cooking, landscaping, laundry 
services and general maintenance are among 
the many routine activities which are part of the 
daily life of all institutions. 


Many institutions also take part in 
volunteer work projects, utilizing inmate labor 
to keep community properties in good repair, 
- shovel snow for seniors and provide special 
services for needy or disabled persons. 


Emotional Development 


The treatment of emotional disorders is 
of primary importance in preparing imates to 
return to the community. 


Successful social adjustment for some 
inmates involves the help of therapeutic and 
counselling programs. In-house programs 
from individual psychotherapy to family and 
marital counselling, are offered by ministry 
professional staff. Alcohol and drug abuse 
treatment as well as voluntary self-help 
groups such as Alcoholics Anonymous are 
also included among the ministry’s emotional 
development programs. 


Social Development 


Some anti-social behavior can be traced 
back to aperson’s inability to cope with social 
pressures or get along with others. 
Participation in life skills training sessions, 
discussion groups and stress management 
workshops has helped many inmates to gain 
self-awareness and self-control. These and 
other social development programs are 
offered by staff and volunteers at many 
correctional institutions. 


Spiritual Development 


Staff chaplains co-ordinate worship, 
personal visitation and spiritual counselling 
services offered by volunteers from. all 
religiouS denominations. Representatives 
from religious organizations play a key role in 
providing many volunteer services including 
social, educational and recreational 
opportunities for inmates. 


— ye 


Recreation and Cultural Development 


The importance of physical activity is 
stressed through the provision of recreational 
programs according to the needs of the 
inmate population. Sports and fitness 
activities as well as opportunities to 
participate in drama, arts and crafts and 
music are available to inmates at most 
correctional centres. 


Opportunities for Native inmates to take 
part in tribal rites and celebrations are also 
provided as required. 


NEED MORE INFORMATION? 


If you need more information about 
Ontario’s correctional system, contact: 


Communications Branch 
Ministry of Correctional Services 
2001 Eglinton Avenue East 
Scarborough, Ontario 

MiL 4P1 


For general information telephone: 
(416) 750-3333 


OTHER PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE: 


e Corrections in Ontario 


e Community Programs 


e Careers in Corrections 


e Ontario Parole 


e Volunteering 


e Young Offenders 
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